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in the history of the world. The ancient city is for
three days evacuated by all its inhabitants, high and
low, every house deserted ; and, as they retire, the
exiled converts, many years banished from their birth-
place, approach in a great body, accompanied by their
allies, revisit the empty homes of their childhood, and
within the short allotted space fulfil the rites of
pilgrimage. The ousted inhabitants, climbing the
heights around, take refuge under tents or other
shelter among the hills and glens ; and, clustering on
the overhanging peak of Abii-Kubeys, thence watch
the movements of the visitors beneath, as with the
Prophet at their head they make the circuit of the
Kaaba and the rapid procession between Es-Safa and
Marwa; and anxiously scan every figure if per-
chance they may recognise among the worshippers
some long-lost friend or relative. It was a scene
rendered possible only by the throes which gave birth
to Islam." *

When the three days were over,  Mohammad and
his  party   peaceably  returned  to Medina ;

Mekkans re-entered their homes. But this pilgrimage,
and the self-restraint of the Muslims therein, advanced
the cause of Islam among its enemies. Converts
increased daily, and some leading men of the Kureysh
now went over to Mohammad. The clans around
were sending in their deputations of homage. But
the final keystone was set in the eighth year of the
Flight (A.B. 630), when a body of Kureysh broke the

* Sir W. Muir, "Life of Mahomet," (one vol. ed.) 402.